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king's levee; his majesty, from time to time, conferred
on me additional promotion.

" At last, he enrolled me as one of his privy coun-
sellors, and did nothing without my advice; my life
began to pass in extreme delight; but God only knows
that I often thought on these two brothers [and was
anxious to know] where they were and how they were.
After the space of two years, a kafila of merchants
arrived at the port from the country of Zerbdd, and
they were all bound for Persia; they wished to return
to their own country by sea. It was the rule at that
port, that whenever a Mravdn arrived 'there, the chiefs
of the kdravdn used to present to me as a nazar some
rare presents and curiosities of different countries. On
the day following, I used to go to [the chiefs] place of
residence, and to levy ten per cent, on the value of his
goods by way of duty; after which, I gave him per-
mission to depart. In the same manner, those mer-
chants from Zerbdd likewise came to wait on me, and
brought with them presents beyond value; the second
day I went to their tents. There I perceived two men
dressed in tattered old clothes, who bore packages
and bundles on their heads, right into my presence.
After I had examined [the packages], they carried

tliem b^ck; they laboured hard, and attended con-
stantly.

" I looked at them with great attention, and per-
ceived they were, indeed, my two brothers. At that
time, shame and prid^ would not allow me to see them
in such servitude. When I returned home, I desired
my servants to bring those two men to me; when they